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Amendmeats To The Claims: 

Claims 1-8 (canceled). 

Claim 9. (Previously presented) A stent having a plurality of segments and comprising: 

a pluraUty of annular elements, each annular element having a compressed state and an 
expanded state, each annular element formed in a generally serpentine wave pattern and 
containing alternating valley portions and peak portions, each peak-portion being connected to 
one valley portion by a straight strut and connected to another valley portion by another straight 
stmt, each valley portion being connected to one peak portion by a straight strut and connected to 
another peak portion by another straight stmt, all of the straight struts in an annular element 
being of the saine length, the peak portions being of the same lengtll as the valley portions; 

at least one connecting member connecting adjacent annular elements to form a plurality 
of ceils, each cell having an area; 

the stent having a first segment and a second segment, with the first segment having a 
pluraUty of combined adjacent cells that impart greatei- flexibiUty to the first segment than the 
second segment, wherein the first segment is located at an end of the stent. 
Claim 10. (Previously presented) The stent of claun 9, wherein each annular element 
comprises a plurality of alternating stmts and apices connected to each other to form a 
substantially annular configuration, and wherein the connecting members are connected to the 
^ices of the adjacent annular members. 

Claim 1 1 . (Previously presented) The stent of claim 9, wherein the difference in flexibihty 
between the first and second segments is a difference in the longitudinal flexibiUties in the first 
and second segments. 

Claim 12. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 9, wherein the difference in flexibility 
between the first and second segments is a difference m the radial flexibihties in the first and 
second segments. 

Claim 13. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 9, wherein the first and second segments . 
are spaced apart longitudinally along the stent. 

Claim 14, (Previously presented) The stent of claim 9 wherein the annular elements and 
cormecting members are made of Nitinol. 

Claim 15. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 9 wherein the annular elements and 
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coimecting members are -made of a shape memory alloy. 

Claim 16. (New) A stent having a phirality of segments and comprismg: 

a plurality of annular elements, each annular element having a compressed state and an 
expanded state, each annular element formed in a generally serpentine wave pattern and 
contaming alternating valley portions and peak portions, each peak portion being connected to 
one valley portion by a straight strut and connected to another valley portion by another straight 
stmt, each valley portion being connected to one peak portion by a straight strut and connected to 
another peak portion by another straight strut, all of the straight struts in an annular element 
being of the same length, the peak portions being of the same length as the valley portions; 

at least one connecting member cotmecting adjacent annular elements to form a plurality 
of cells, each cell having an area; 

the stent further having a first segment and a second segment, with the first segment 
having, a plurality of combmed adjacent cells that impart greater flexibility to the first segment 
than the second segment, wherein the first segment is located at an end of the stent. 
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